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(a) An EIR shall discuss cumulative impacts of a project when the project's incremental effect is 
cumulatively considerable, as defined in section 15065(a)(3). Where a lead agency is examining 
a project with an incremental effect that is not “cumulatively considerable,” a lead agency need 
not consider that effect significant, but shall briefly describe its basis for concluding that the 
incremental effect is not cumulatively considerable. 
 
(1) As defined in Section 15355, a cumulative impact consists of an impact which is created as a 
result of the combination of the project evaluated in the EIR together with other projects 
causing related impacts. An EIR should not discuss impacts which do not result in part from the 
project evaluated in the EIR.  
 
(2) When the combined cumulative impact associated with the project's incremental effect and 
the effects of other projects is not significant, the EIR shall briefly indicate why the cumulative 
impact is not significant and is not discussed in further detail in the EIR. A lead agency shall 
identify facts and analysis supporting the lead agency's conclusion that the cumulative impact is 
less than significant.  
 
(3) An EIR may determine that a project's contribution to a significant cumulative impact will be 
rendered less than cumulatively considerable and thus is not significant. A project's 
contribution is less than cumulatively considerable if the project is required to implement or 
fund its fair share of a mitigation measure or measures designed to alleviate the cumulative 
impact. The lead agency shall identify facts and analysis supporting its conclusion that the 
contribution will be rendered less than cumulatively considerable.  
 
(b) The discussion of cumulative impacts shall reflect the severity of the impacts and their 
likelihood of occurrence, but the discussion need not provide as great detail as is provided for 
the effects attributable to the project alone. The discussion should be guided by the standards 
of practicality and reasonableness, and should focus on the cumulative impact to which the 
identified other projects contribute rather than the attributes of other projects which do not 
contribute to the cumulative impact. The following elements are necessary to an adequate 
discussion of significant cumulative impacts: 
 
(1) Either:  
 
(A) A list of past, present, and probable future projects producing related or cumulative 
impacts, including, if necessary, those projects outside the control of the agency, or  
 
(B) A summary of projections contained in an adopted local, regional or statewide plan, or 
related planning document, that describes or evaluates conditions contributing to the 
cumulative effect. Such plans may include: a general plan, regional transportation plan, or plans 



for the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. A summary of projections may also be 
contained in an adopted or certified prior environmental document for such a plan. Such 
projections may be supplemented with additional information such as a regional modeling 
program. Any such document shall be referenced and made available to the public at a location 
specified by the lead agency.  
 
(2) When utilizing a list, as suggested in paragraph (1) of subdivision (b), factors to consider 
when determining whether to include a related project should include the nature of each 
environmental resource being examined, the location of the project and its type. Location may 
be important, for example, when water quality impacts are at issue since projects outside the 
watershed would probably not contribute to a cumulative effect. Project type may be 
important, for example, when the impact is specialized, such as a particular air pollutant or 
mode of traffic.  
 
(3) Lead agencies should define the geographic scope of the area affected by the cumulative 
effect and provide a reasonable explanation for the geographic limitation used.  
 
(4) A summary of the expected environmental effects to be produced by those projects with 
specific reference to additional information stating where that information is available, and  
 
(5) A reasonable analysis of the cumulative impacts of the relevant projects. An EIR shall 
examine reasonable, feasible options for mitigating or avoiding the project's contribution to any 
significant cumulative effects.  
 
(c) With some projects, the only feasible mitigation for cumulative impacts may involve the 
adoption of ordinances or regulations rather than the imposition of conditions on a project-by-
project basis. 
 
(d) Previously approved land use documents, including, but not limited to, general plans, 
specific plans, regional transportation plans, plans for the reduction of greenhouse gas 
emissions, and local coastal plans may be used in cumulative impact analysis. A pertinent 
discussion of cumulative impacts contained in one or more previously certified EIRs may be 
incorporated by reference pursuant to the provisions for tiering and program EIRs. No further 
cumulative impacts analysis is required when a project is consistent with a general, specific, 
master or comparable programmatic plan where the lead agency determines that the regional 
or areawide cumulative impacts of the proposed project have already been adequately 
addressed, as defined in section 15152(f), in a certified EIR for that plan. 
 
(e) If a cumulative impact was adequately addressed in a prior EIR for a community plan, zoning 
action, or general plan, and the project is consistent with that plan or action, then an EIR for 
such a project should not further analyze that cumulative impact, as provided in 
Section15183(j). 

 
 


